The Youth Justice SEND Bubble
Resources and hyperlinks
Achievement for All has developed a professional development and training platform called The Bubble. It is
designed to support practitioners develop an awareness of key issues that impact on the progress of the most
vulnerable and disadvantaged young people in society, and help them find, select and apply interventions that
will secure better outcomes, leading to enhanced life chances.
We do not aim to supply every resource and training opportunity ourselves. What we do is to connect you
with resources and approaches that already exist, supplied by organisations and third sector charities with a
track record of effective practice. We hope this approach will help everyone to find and use what is already
there, and then to share and celebrate success, through case studies and learning journeys.

Here are some of The Bubble’s resource links.
If you want to learn more about The Bubble, come to our regional workshops

Recent trends have shown a year-on-year decrease in the number of young people in youth
custody.
Although the overall numbers are continuing to decrease, young people who enter the youth
justice system are some of the most disadvantaged in society: the impact of poverty and
deprivation, of substance abuse, mental health issues, and disruptive family backgrounds
(including those "in care" or "looked after").
The prevalence of special education needs adds to the litany of disruptive factors.

*1 Campbell and Abbott (2013) Same Old...the experiences of young offenders with mental health needs. Young
Minds Barrow Cadbury Report
*2 From Sheffield Futures SEND Custody Project (2016) A guide to supporting young people with Special Educational
Needs and / or Disabilities (SEND) in custody
*3 From Doing justice to speech language and communication needs (2015) Proceedings of a Round Table on Speech
Language and Communication Needs in the Youth Justice Sector. Communication Trust

